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‌ 
The‌ ‌Newell‌ ‌Recreational‌ ‌Preserve‌ ‌is‌ ‌named‌ ‌in‌ ‌honor‌ ‌of‌ ‌Owen‌ ‌Davis‌ ‌Newell‌ ‌and‌ ‌Betty‌ ‌(Anderson)‌‌                             
Newell‌‌for‌‌the‌‌purpose‌‌of‌‌the‌‌preservation‌‌of‌‌the‌‌natural‌‌wetlands,‌‌some‌‌of‌‌which‌‌has‌‌been‌‌converted‌‌                                 
to‌ ‌farm‌ ‌lands.‌ ‌Additionally,‌ ‌providing‌‌educational‌‌opportunities‌‌regarding‌‌the‌‌native‌‌people‌‌and‌‌flora‌‌                         
that‌ ‌once,‌ ‌in‌ ‌its‌ ‌original‌ ‌state‌ ‌(without‌ ‌crop‌ ‌production)‌ ‌sustained‌ ‌human‌ ‌life.‌ ‌ 
‌ 

The‌ ‌Newell‌ ‌Recreational‌ ‌Preserve‌ ‌is‌ ‌located‌ ‌in‌ ‌Licking‌ ‌County,‌ ‌being‌ ‌at‌ ‌the‌ ‌NW‌ ‌portion‌ ‌of‌ ‌Lot‌ ‌5,‌‌                                 
Section‌ ‌2,‌ ‌Township‌ ‌4,‌ ‌Range‌ ‌15,‌ ‌United‌ ‌States‌ ‌Military‌ ‌Land‌ ‌ceded‌ ‌to‌ ‌the‌ ‌United‌ ‌States‌ ‌upon‌ ‌the‌                                 
signing‌‌of‌‌the‌‌Greenville‌‌Treaty‌‌in‌‌1795.‌‌Ohio‌‌was‌‌then‌‌part‌‌of‌‌the‌‌NW‌‌Territory‌‌of‌‌the‌‌United‌‌States.‌‌                                     
This‌ ‌parcel‌ ‌was‌‌a‌‌portion‌‌of‌‌8000‌‌acres‌‌of‌‌the‌‌original‌‌survey‌‌set‌‌aside‌‌to‌‌fund‌‌schools‌‌at‌‌the‌‌time‌‌of‌‌                                         
Statehood‌‌In‌‌1803.‌‌The‌‌first‌‌to‌‌hold‌‌deed‌‌to‌‌this‌‌property‌‌was‌‌John‌‌C‌‌Gault,‌‌who‌‌purchased‌‌it‌‌in‌‌1839‌‌                                       
for‌‌$1.06‌‌an‌‌acre‌‌plus‌‌$0.27‌‌an‌‌acre‌‌for‌‌the‌‌cabin‌‌and‌‌improvements.‌‌Given‌‌that‌‌the‌‌property‌‌had‌‌these‌‌                                     
dwellings‌ ‌on‌ ‌it‌ ‌when‌ ‌sold,‌ ‌chances‌ ‌are‌ ‌that‌ ‌squatters,‌ ‌trappers,‌ ‌or‌ ‌Native‌ ‌Americans‌ ‌had‌‌built‌‌them.‌‌                               
During‌ ‌the‌ ‌years‌‌between‌‌Statehood‌‌(1803)‌‌and‌‌being‌‌offered‌‌for‌‌sale‌‌(1839),the‌‌property‌‌was‌‌public‌‌                             
land.‌ ‌There‌ ‌were‌‌a‌‌few‌‌squatters‌‌from‌‌time‌‌to‌‌time,‌‌but‌‌mostly‌‌it‌‌was‌‌inhabited‌‌by‌‌Native‌‌Americans‌‌                                   
who‌‌had‌‌been‌‌forced‌‌off‌‌of‌‌adjoining‌‌lands.‌‌They‌‌were‌‌predominately‌‌of‌‌the‌‌Wyandott‌‌tribe‌‌with‌‌some‌‌                                 
members‌‌of‌‌the‌‌Shawnee‌‌tribe‌‌and‌‌others‌‌scattered‌‌about.‌‌Over‌‌time,‌‌the‌‌tribes‌‌and‌‌the‌‌generations‌‌of‌‌                                 
settlers‌ ‌mixed‌ ‌blood‌ ‌lines.‌ ‌There‌ ‌are‌ ‌still‌ ‌descendants‌ ‌of‌ ‌all‌ ‌these‌ ‌people‌ ‌living‌ ‌in‌ ‌Ohio.‌ ‌ 
‌ 

1843‌‌was‌‌the‌‌year‌‌that‌‌most‌‌Native‌‌Americans‌‌moved‌‌to‌‌an‌‌area‌‌near‌‌present‌‌day‌‌Emaline,‌‌Iowa,‌‌this‌‌is‌‌                                     
when‌ ‌the‌‌Wyandotts‌‌left‌‌Ohio‌‌en‌‌masse.‌‌Connected‌‌or‌‌coincidence?‌‌I‌‌am‌‌in‌‌contact‌‌with‌‌descendants‌‌                               
of‌‌the‌‌group‌‌that‌‌left‌‌here‌‌at‌‌that‌‌time.‌‌Many‌‌arrowheads‌‌and‌‌stone‌‌tools‌‌in‌‌the‌‌area‌‌have‌‌been‌‌found.‌‌In‌‌                                         
fact,‌ ‌a‌ ‌stone‌ ‌ax‌ ‌of‌ ‌museum‌ ‌quality‌ ‌was‌ ‌found‌ ‌on‌ ‌this‌ ‌property.‌‌ ‌  
‌ 

During‌ ‌the‌ ‌period‌ ‌from‌ ‌the‌ ‌1790's‌ ‌to‌ ‌the‌ ‌1890's,‌ ‌this‌ ‌property‌ ‌and‌ ‌surrounding‌ ‌land‌ ‌was‌ ‌the‌‌second‌‌                                 
largest‌ ‌settlement‌ ‌of‌ ‌Native‌ ‌American's‌ ‌in‌ ‌Ohio.‌ ‌The‌ ‌largest‌ ‌was‌ ‌the‌‌reservation‌‌at‌‌Upper‌‌Sandusky.‌‌                             
Note,‌ ‌this‌ ‌8000‌ ‌acres‌ ‌was‌ ‌not‌ ‌a‌ ‌reservation‌ ‌but‌ ‌the‌ ‌last‌ ‌area‌ ‌of‌ ‌undeeded‌ ‌land‌ ‌in‌ ‌this‌ ‌part‌ ‌of‌ ‌Ohio.‌ ‌ 
‌ 

Time‌ ‌passed‌ ‌and‌ ‌property‌ ‌ownership‌ ‌took‌ ‌place,‌ ‌tensions‌ ‌rose,‌ ‌discontent,‌ ‌and‌ ‌loss‌ ‌of‌ ‌life‌‌mounted.‌‌                             
Native‌ ‌Americans‌ ‌of‌ ‌the‌ ‌ancient‌ ‌cultures‌ ‌including‌ ‌Adena,‌ ‌Hopewell,‌ ‌along‌ ‌with‌ ‌more‌ ‌modern‌‌                         
Wyandott,‌‌Shawnee,‌‌and‌‌other‌‌tribes‌‌were‌‌well-known‌‌to‌‌have‌‌lived‌‌in‌‌this‌‌area.‌‌Beyond‌‌the‌‌artifacts,‌‌                               
mounds,‌‌and‌‌arrowheads,‌‌not‌‌much‌‌information‌‌on‌‌the‌‌ancients‌‌and‌‌their‌‌activities‌‌in‌‌this‌‌area‌‌has‌‌been‌‌                                 
recorded‌ ‌throughout‌ ‌history.‌ ‌ 
‌ 

This‌ ‌area,‌ ‌in‌ ‌its‌‌natural‌‌state,‌‌was‌‌a‌‌mesophytic‌‌forest.‌‌The‌‌soil‌‌type‌‌is‌‌silt-clay‌‌loam‌‌and‌‌is‌‌naturally‌‌                                     
wet‌ ‌and‌ ‌poor‌ ‌draining.‌ ‌A‌ ‌large‌ ‌variety‌‌of‌‌trees‌‌would‌‌have‌‌been‌‌found‌‌here‌‌including‌‌pin‌‌oak,‌‌white‌‌                                   
oak,‌ ‌red‌ ‌oak,‌ ‌white‌ ‌ash,‌ ‌black‌ ‌ash,‌ ‌American‌‌beech,‌‌American‌‌sycamore,‌‌black‌‌cherry,‌‌soft‌‌and‌‌hard‌‌                               
maple,‌‌buckeye,‌‌black‌‌walnut,‌‌and‌‌sassafras.‌‌Undoubtedly,‌‌there‌‌were‌‌lots‌‌of‌‌spice‌‌bush,‌‌daisys,‌‌golden‌‌                             
rod,‌‌and‌‌other‌‌plants‌‌common‌‌to‌‌virgin‌‌forests‌‌mixed‌‌with‌‌swamp/marsh‌‌lands.‌‌Bear,‌‌deer,‌‌and‌‌turkeys‌‌                               
were‌ ‌here‌ ‌in‌ ‌abundance‌ ‌coexisting‌ ‌with‌ ‌snakes,‌‌otters,‌‌raccoon's,‌‌and‌‌other‌‌fur‌‌bearing‌‌animals.‌‌This‌‌                             
abundance‌ ‌of‌ ‌flora‌ ‌and‌ ‌animals‌ ‌could‌ ‌and‌ ‌did‌ ‌sustain‌ ‌life.‌‌ ‌  
‌ 

Now,‌ ‌imagine‌ ‌this‌‌land‌‌as‌‌it‌‌was,‌‌then‌‌see‌‌it‌‌in‌‌today's‌‌context.‌‌Realize‌‌that‌‌the‌‌difference‌‌constitutes‌‌                                   
generations‌ ‌of‌ ‌hard‌ ‌work‌ ‌that‌ ‌required‌ ‌taming‌ ‌it‌ ‌with‌ ‌axes,‌‌hand‌‌saws,‌‌human,‌‌horse,‌‌and‌‌ox‌‌power,‌‌                                 
along‌‌with‌‌sheer‌‌grit‌‌and‌‌determination‌‌to‌‌turn‌‌the‌‌forest‌‌into‌‌the‌‌productive‌‌farm‌‌land‌‌it‌‌is‌‌today.‌‌Four‌‌                                     



generations‌‌of‌‌the‌‌Newell‌‌Family‌‌had‌‌the‌‌privilege‌‌of‌‌being‌‌able‌‌to‌‌clear,‌‌drain,‌‌and‌‌make‌‌a‌‌portion‌‌of‌‌                                     
this‌ ‌land‌ ‌better‌ ‌and‌ ‌more‌ ‌productive‌ ‌than‌ ‌they‌ ‌found‌ ‌it.‌‌ ‌  
‌ 

It‌‌is‌‌the‌‌intent‌‌of‌‌the‌‌Newell‌‌Family‌‌that‌‌this‌‌preserve‌‌be‌‌set‌‌aside‌‌to‌‌offer‌‌an‌‌educational‌‌opportunity‌‌to‌‌                                       
capture‌‌early‌‌Ohio‌‌history,‌‌to‌‌honor‌‌those‌‌Native‌‌Americans,‌‌and‌‌all‌‌those‌‌since‌‌that‌‌were‌‌able‌‌to‌‌live‌‌                                   
and‌ ‌prosper‌ ‌on‌ ‌this‌ ‌land.‌ ‌They‌ ‌are‌ ‌our‌ ‌ancestors‌ ‌and‌ ‌we‌ ‌are‌ ‌the‌ ‌purveyors‌ ‌for‌ ‌future‌ ‌generations.‌ ‌ 
‌ 

Welcome‌ ‌to‌ ‌the‌ ‌Newell‌ ‌Recreation‌ ‌Preserve!‌‌ ‌  


